Periodontosis: a case report with scanning electron microscopic observations.
A tooth and associated periodontal tissues from a patient with the diagnosis of periodontosis was subjected to scanning electron microscopic evaluation after reflection of the soft tissue portion of the lingual defect. The cemental surface of the apical portion of the lesion was found to be populated by markedly similar rod-shaped organisms. The microorganisms were observed to be continuously present in a coronal-apical direction as the transition from cementum to the attached soft tissues at the base of the defect were examined. These findings provide additional evidence that the lesion of periodontosis is characterized by a rather distinct microbial population of rod-shaped organisms located predominately at the base of the defect.